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Mark Buenzle

Mark Buenzle, MFA, MS, LP is a recent CMPS graduate. This 
paper is based on the his research project by the same title, 
which received the 2012 Gradiva Award for Best Student 
Paper and the Phyllis W. Meadow Research Award for best 
psychoanalytic research project. Mr. Buenzle is now in private 
practice and working as a fellow at CMPS.
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Standing Where the Towers Fell:

A Study of Psychic and Physical Collapse 
and Reconstruction

his talk examines the evolution of a research project in terms of 
the interplay between emerging clinical material, relevant litera-
ture, and the writing process. A profound terror of annihilation 
formed the nucleus of this case, and over the span of treatment, 
the patient began to contextualize death and move toward life. 
It addresses the author’s experiences in conducting the analysis,  
with a focus on how the research process aided the analyst in the 
treatment of this primitive patient.TT


